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A. A research proposal must include the following:

	Criteria
	M or D Candidate
	Supervisor

	1. Title page (student’s name and research project)
	
	

	2. Brief overview of the relevant literature indicating the “gap” in “our knowledge”. 
· This overview leads to the problem statement or research question
· Seminal work must be covered/reviewed

· The significance or contribution of the research study
	
	

	3. Formulation of the research question or statement of the problem
	
	

	4. A statement of the sub- problems (if appropriate)
	
	

	5. A statement of the hypotheses (the necessity of this will be determined by the nature of the research) or research objectives or propositions based on problem statement
	
	

	6. Research design and methodology
	
	

	· A justification of the methodology
	
	

	· Population to be studied
	
	

	· Sampling procedure
	
	

	· Measuring instrument/questionnaire to be used
	
	

	· Nature of data to be collected
	
	

	· Data collection procedure
	
	

	· Data analysis techniques to be used
	
	

	7. Delimitation/scope of the study
	
	

	8. Definition of concepts
	
	

	9. The assumptions
	
	

	10. Researcher’s qualifications
	
	

	11. Envisaged programme or time table of study
	
	

	12. List of selected references for the research proposal
	
	

	13. Draft questionnaire/sample of questionnaire items (if appropriate)
	
	


